EXT Tuesday

October 14, Hayes

and Harlington MP

John McDonnell will

present a historic 10-
minute rule Bill to the House of
Commons. The Bill will seek the
formation of a Ministry for Peace
in Britain.

McDonnell explains: “We have nun-
istries for supposedly defending us and, at
other tumes, for waging war on our behalf.

"Why can't we have a ministry now
that is about the promotion of peace?
Peace at every level. Peace in the play-
ground, how we educate our children 1o
avond conflict and to use mechanisms to
avoid burting one anather, how we pro-
mote peace within communities, how we
cemo'm]isu those forces that promote
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defence/war and how we work through
international bodies to promole peace as
well.”

Campaign co-ordinator Diana
Basterfield says: "l went along to that
enormous demonstration in February and
1 was so touched by the diversity of age
groups, cthnicities, everything.

“l have never been 10 a demonstration
like that before — ['ve done a few in my
time — and [ was aware that all across the
warld people were oul marching,

“It made me think that there was some-
thing new here that we couldn't let drop,
an energy that has 1o go somewhere.

“In the House of Commaons, there have
been debates on violence towards chil-
dren and whether or not parents can slap
thetr children.

“We are now more sensitive about vio-
lence to children and animals, yer we sull
think it is fine to march into countries and
maim-and kill people. T think that, if we

Following up the latest
on two asylum cases.

true face of
lum-seekers

E are told that
Britain’s ageing
population  and
falling birth rate
represents a massive challenge to
the country’s economic future.

Yet, each day, the gurter press cantin-
ues its racially motivated attacks on a
faceless tide of asylum-seekers which,
we are told, is “swamping” Britnin

Echoing its anti-semitic editorial line
of the last century, the Daily Mail has
again stood proudly shoulder to shoul-
der with Murdoch's rabid Sun newspa-
per in pushing anti-refugee bile.

Boosted by media mistruths and
mainstream politicians and commenta-
tors jumping on the asylum bandwag-
on, the fascist BNP has found renewed
strength and support in many areas of
the country.

But asylum-seekers are not faceless
spectres. They are human beings. Vast
numbers of them are vulnerable and
genuinely seeking sanctuary. Every one
of these has a painful story ro tell.

The-Moming Star reparted on two
individual cases earlier in the year.
There are many thousands more people

like them.
|  One was the siruation facing the
Grabowskis, a Polish family of five
who had faced victimised in their own
country for their Romany background.

This had caused them trouble finding
work and led to their daughter being
attacked. It was the second time that
they had fled to these shores.

Although they bhad integrated well
into the local communiry and their
daughter was doing well at school in
Middlesbrough, they had the threat of
deportation hanging over them.

Because Poland is listed as a “safe”
country by the Home Office, despite

widespread discrimination against its
Romany minority, Polish asylum-seek-
ers .are highly unlikely to have their
. applicauon 1o remain approved. They

are also banned from appealing against
any Home Office decision.

Recently, parents Bozena and
Ryszard and their three children
Krystyna, Gregorz and baby Diana
received the news that they had been
dreading.

Campaigners and friends of the fam-
ily reacted with dismay and anger upon
hearing that they had been visited by an
official from the Home Office and twld
to prepare for their removal. A legal
anempt to keep them here on compas-
sionate grounds has been dismissed.

Kath Sainsbury, the organiser of the
campaign to keep the Grabowskis in
their new home, points out how ridicu-
lous the decision is in the light of EU
enlargement next year.

“Deporting the family is a waste of
public money. It is not safe for them to
live in their native country and they will
return after May 1 2004, when Poland
joins the EU and they have the right to
come here,” she says.

Sainsbury is urging people to keep
up the pressure on the government by
conlinuing to write letters and protest W
Cinzenship, Immigration and
Nationality Minister Beverly Hughes at
the Home Office.

Despite the notice being served on
the family, she remains defiant, saying:
“Although the situation does not Jook
hopeful, we shall continue o back the
Grabowskis."”

Readers may also remember the case
of Kuresh, an Iranian man who was
seeking to remain in Britain after flee-
ing lran in fear for his life.

A member of the country’s Kurdish
minonty, he recounted in February that
two of his (nends had already died in
Iranian prisons. After spending nearly
three years awaiting a decision, he has
finally been allowed to stay in the coun-
try and is, understandably, delighted.

Both of these cases serve as a
reminder that Brotain is oot faced by a
threatening  subhuman  ude  of
“scroungers” and criminals,

As Kuresh puts it, many of them are
here to try and improve themselves.

“It 15 normal human behaviour,” he
says.

gel our energies together both within and
outside Parliament and say that this ig
something whose time has come, things
can change.”

If adopted, the Minisiry for Peace will
give a voice (0 the millions who opposed
the war on lrag and numerous other
attempts to wage war “for peace.

Widely described as an idea whose
tune has come, it would be commired to
promoting 8 culture of peace at all levels
— in homes, schools, on the streets, in
communities, organisations and interna-
nonally,

Children, taught that fighting i1s no
solution, would learn from parents and
teachers as well as pews reporns showing
world leaders using similar non-violent
methods to resolve conflict.

It has been compared w medicine in
that, if you had a stomach pain and spoke
only 1o a surgeon, you would probably be
advised to nsk surgery, Decision-makers
often see military action as the only
option, because their advisers are all
focused on the armed forces as our only
available resource.

Perhaps a stomach ache could be cured
with antibietics or some changes in your
diet. Likewise, the Ministry for Peace
would supply a different slant, such as
looking at the root causes of violence and
wir

By ensunng that everyone is safer, by
eradicating .. hunger and .ending the
exploitanon of most of the planet and its
population, richer nations wouldn't feel
the need to endanger everyone by focus-
Ing S0 many resources on destruction

Everyone would see the same message
of non-violent conflict resolution filtering
down and this consistency would give it
more weight. People convicted of violent
crimes would see that the state repni-
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manding Lhcm was following its own
edicts,

In the US, the proposal for a
Department for Peace has reached the
House of Representatives. [t was spon-
sored by Democrat congressman for Ohio
and presidennal contender Dennis
Kucinich.

In the build-up (o the second reading of
the US Bill in Apnl 2003, the Global
Renpaissance Alliance, a group that ams
to build social and political strucrures in

‘People need to -
see an altematwe
to the fear and
insecurity fostered
by governments.’

the non-violent traditions of Mahatma
Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr, led a
conference and lobby in Washington DC.
It followed this up with another lobby lasi
month.

GRA co-founder, wnter and lecturer
Mananne Williamson spoke at the first
Ministry for Peace meeting & the House
of Commons in July.

The ultimate plan behind the US
Department of Peace and the Britsh
Ministry for Peace is 1o move from “wars
o end all wars” to peace to end all war It
aims to make non-violence an organising
principle and make war outdated by cre-

EVE MENEZES CUNNINGHAM explains why a Ministry for Peace could
serve as a stepping stone towards a conflict-free future for us all.

ating a fundamental shift in human devel-
opment.

This is an opportunity for us to create
the world that we want, instead of direct-
ing our energy negatively at what we're
protesting against, with some feeling that
i's futile to even hother.

The military industrial complex is
firmly entrenched, but the situation is not
hopeless. Although a lot of our economy
currently depends on arms and disarming
nught take i while, it's important that as
many people as possible sign up for the
concept of a Miustry of Peace

People need to see an alternative (o the
fear and nsecurity fostered by govern-
ments, arms dealers, mainswream media
and advertisers. Even the slightest possi-
bility of 4 world without war, hunger and
oppression ol any kind is wnr:h embrac-
ing.

“As author Frances Hodgson Burnert
wrote, "Al first, people refuse w believe
that a strange new thing can be done.
Then they begin to hope it can be done.
Then they see it can be done, Then it is
done and all the world wond:n. why it,
wis not done centunes ago.”

® The arganisers are calling'on rea.d—_

ers to ask their MPs to back the Ministry-
for Peace and be present for the parlia-
mentary debate. To find out wha your
MP is and how to get in touch with them,
visit the website www faxyourmp.com

~ ON THE INTERNET

. www.ministryforpeace.org.uk -

we say another war!

months.

any mare.

Gun crime in
the Commons

READING an article about the
vicious gangs who deal in death with
guns in London, 1 looked on the map
that was provided with the article
and could not find the House of
Commons on it anywhere.

It is here that the biggest gun gang
exists.

These people are the biggest pro-
curers and purveyors of guns.

1t is these people Jolling on the
green leather benches that purchuse
tens of thousands of puns every week
and then send young men off to do
their killing for them.

The motivation is the same —
greed, profit, trade, territorial gain,
protection of their patch and ego-
feeding. Think about it.

DEREK HANLIN
Porth

BLAIR escaped the wrath of party members at the Labour
Party conference and he lives to fight another day — or should

It was shameful thar delegates were denied a vote on the war
m Iraq, the single and most important issue of the last 12

But, although the party leadership managed to-avoid a vote,
peace campaigners were able to force the issue of the bloody
wnvasion of Irag onto the conference podium. What a debaie
that was. The contributions were excellent, not least by the
Halifax MP Alice Mahon and Islington MP Jeremy Corbyn.

As predictable as ever, Blair was unrelenting and remorse-
less in his speech, but we are all a little bit older and wiser. As
we await the report from the Hutton inquiry, we acknowledge
Blair's persuasive speech and charisma, but it just doesn’t hold

Government must draw a line on wars

domination.

Huddersfield

For or

IT seems to me that a contradiction in
Morming Star policy will have to be sort-
ed out.

Derek Simpson states (M Star
September 29) that “the govermment's
recent decision to award a lucrative RAF
contract for the Hawk trainer jet to the
BAE Systems plant at Brough is an
example of what can be achieved by
unions, employees, business and govern-
ment working together,”

Then, in a report about the FoE anti-
corporate demo in Bournemouth BAE
Systems is named as one of the most
environmentally destructive corporates
(M Star September 30).

“The world's second largest arms pro-
ducer and a massive manufacturer of
mussiles contaimng deadly depleted ura-
nium, which has been used in Irag and
Afghanistan.”

[realise that these are both reports and

‘We are sick and tired of spin and lies when people’s lives are
aLstake. As peace activists, we still have so much work to do.
We have to force Blair to end this destruciive and dangerous
relationship with the madman in the White House.

Britain 1s now the second most distrusted nation in the
world and, as such, we are open targets for those who seek
revenge for injustice against their people.

The government has to draw a line — no more pre-emptive
wars and no more blind loyalty to the US in its quest for world

As peace campaigners, we musl organiseé oppormunities for
free and open public debates 10 which all local people are
invited to come and discuss issues concerning world peace and
the presant government's foreign policy.

against arms trade?

PAULINE WHEAT-BOWEN

that it was trade unionists that first
devised a plan for muming armaments
production mto more useful production.
I think that more should be made of
this aspect of trade unionism. Maybe it
should be made clearer which line you
favour.,
WENDY CORUM
Cinderford
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